Gujarat organic farming Policy-2015

1. Introduction

1.1
1.1.1

Background

Organic agriculture in India has its roots in traditional agricultural practices that evolved in countless villages
and farming communities over the millennium. The richness of Indian traditional farming system was recognized
by Sir Albert Howard (1873-1947), an English botanist, who observed and came to support traditional Indian
farming practices over conventional agricultural science. He was president of the 13th session of the Indian
Science Congress in 1926. Howard has been called the father of modern composting, for his refinement of a
traditional Indian composting system into what is now known as the Indore method. He went on to document
and develops organic farming techniques. Thus, the basic roots of international organic movement lie in India.

1.1.2 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of UN (United Nation) published a well appreciated report in 2010

entailed “Save and Grow”. It says, “It is now recognized that those enormous gains (achieved through Green
Revolution Technologies) in agricultural production and productivity were often accompanied by negative
effects on agriculture’s natural resource base, so serious that they jeopardize its productive potential in the
future.

1.1.3 There is now widespread awareness that an ecosystem approach must underpin intensification of crop

production. The UN conventions — UNCBD, UNCCD and UNFCC also recognizes the challenges posed by
industrial agriculture.

() UNCBD: United Nation’s Convention of Biodiversity through decision at COP5 in year 2000, announced
which included element of Mainstreaming national plans and strategies for the conservation and
sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity into relevant agriculture sectors.

(i)  UNCCD: United Nation’s Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) was formulated as an
outcome of the conference where the world community agreed that land degradation specifically in
the context of dry lands is a major environmental challenge.

(i)  UNFCCC: United Nation’s Forum to Combat Climate Change Modern Agriculture practices are
increasingly being recognized as major cause of anthropogenic green house gases.

Thus, Sustainable agriculture practices can clearly play a major role in meeting goals and objectives all the
three UN conventions, to which India is also a signatory.

1.1.4 Ingeneral, itis observed that crop productivity declines under organic farming. The extent of decline depends

on the crop type, farming systems practices followed at present etc. The decline is more in high yielding and
high nutrient drawing cereals as compared to legumes and vegetables and in irrigated systems as compare
to rain-fed and dry land farming systems. According to a study by Food and Agricultural Organization of the
United Nations (UNFAOQ), the performance of organic agriculture on production depends on the previous. Specific
study was commissioned-by IFOAM (International Federation for Organic Agriculture Movements) to understand
the potential of organic Agriculture both to avoid and to sequester Greenhouse Gases (GHG). The study shows
that organic agriculture can play a role both for reducing GHG emissions and to sequester carbon

1.1.5 Agricultural management system. An over-simplification of the impact of conversion to organic agriculture on

yields indicates that:
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a. Inindustrial countries, organic Systems decrease yields; the range depends on the intensely of external
input use before conversion;

b. In the so-called Green Revolution areas (Irrigated lands), conversion to organic agriculture usually
leads to almost identical yields;

c. Intraditional rain-fed agriculture (with low-input external inputs), organic agriculture has the potential
to increase yields.

1.2 National perspectives

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

Government of India is promoting organic farming through various projects and schemes. Some state Govts.
are supporting large scale projects on organic farming. At least 8 states (Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Sikkim, Mizoram, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Nagaland) have declared their organic farming
policy and 5 more (Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand and Goa) have the policy draft. Apart
from these states Union Territory Andaman and Nicobar has also prepared a policy draft

Consequently the National Program for Organic Production (NPOP) was implemented by APEDA in 2001 to
set standards for organic agriculture. Alongside this National Center for Organic Farming (NCOF) was initiated
to support the sector. With these initiatives the organic farming sector in India has grown exponentially from
about 42,000 hectares under organic agriculture in 2003-04 to about 1 million hectares in 2013-14. The total
area under organic certification is 4.72 million Hectare of which 15% is cultivable area while the rest85%
(3.99 million Hectare) is forest and wild area for collection of minor forest produces.

In 2012-13 India produced around 1.24 million MT of certified organic products which includes all varieties of
food products named Sugarcane, Cotton, Oil Seeds, and Basmati. rice, Pulses, Spices, Tea, Fruits, Dry fruits,
“Vegetables, Coffee and their value added product along with organic cotton fiber, functional food products
etc. India exported 135 products in 2013-14 with the total volume of 194088 MT including 16322 MT organic
textiles. The organic agri export realization was around 403 million US $ including 183 US §$ organic textiles
registering a 7.73% growth over the previous year. Organic products are exported to US, European Union,
Canada, Switzerland, Australia, New Zealand, South East Asian countries, Middle East, South Africa etc. Oil
seeds-Soybean (70%) lead among the products exported followed by Cereals & Millets other than Basmati.
(6%), Processed food products (5%), Basmati. Rice (4%), Sugar (3%), Tea (2%), Pulses and Lentils (1%), Dry
fruits (1%),Spices (1%) and others.

1.2.4 In 2012, the global market for certified organic food and drink was estimated to be 70 billion US Dollars. Global

organic food & beverages market is expected to reach USD 211.44 billion by 2020, growing at a CAGR
(Compound Annual Growth Rate) of 15.7% from 2014 to 2020.

1.2.5 Domestic and Export Demand for Organic Produce

Export market for organic sector was the main driver for the growth of organic sector in the country. India is
best known as the exporter of organic tea and has carved a niche in the organic market for spices. There is
also a good response for organic rice, coffee, cashew and oilseeds. Among the fruit crops mango, banana
and orange are the main products. Organic products which were largely being exported are now finding place
in the domestic market as well.

1.2.6 Scope: Areas left out of the Green Revolution while at the same time boosting the growth of organic agriculture.

Such initiatives require a targeted approach which has already been laid down by the government in the step-
wise approach to be brought under organic agriculture. India has made huge strides in setting up the norms
for certification. The NPOP standards for production and accreditation system have been recognized by
European Commission and Switzerland as equivalent to their country standards. Similarly, USDA has recognized
NPOP conformity assessment procedures of accreditation as equivalent to that of US. With these recognitions,
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Indian organic products duly certified by the accredited Certification Bodies of India are accepted by the
importing countries. Also, many international certification bodies are now providing services in India.

1.3 Gujarat State Perspectives

1.3 .1 Geographical area of the state is about 196 lakh ha., net area Sown is about 98.01 lakh ha whereas total
cropped area is about 128 lakh ha. with cropping intensity of 1.30. The net Irrigated area is 43.24 % of a total
cultivable area. Total 47.38 lakh operational land holdings engaged in farming, majority of the farmers are
small and marginal. An average land holding size is 2.11 ha.

1.3.2 During the post Green Revolution period, the production of food grains has increased four-folds. An average
area under food grain crops is 45 lakh ha., Oil seed crops is 30 lakh ha. where area under cotton is 30 lakh ha.
and sugarcane is 2 lakh ha. The production of food grain crops is 83 lakh tones., Oil seed crops is 45 lakh
tones. where production of cotton is 95 lakh bales and sugarcane is 13.27 lakh tones( Jaggary). The major
crops are Wheat, Cotton, Groundnut, Castor, Rice, Bajra, Maize, Mustard, Sesame, Green Gram, Sugarcane
and Pigeon pea.

1.3.3 Area under fruit crops is estimated about 3.79 lakh ha., vegetable crops is about 5.82 lakh ha. , seed spice
crops is about 6.17 lakh ha. whereas for flowers is about 0.17 lakh ha. The production of fruit crops is estimated
about 80 lakh tones., vegetable crops is about 115.71 lakh tones. , spice crop is about 10.24 lakh tones.
whereas for flower crops is about 0.17 lakh tones. Major fruit crops are Banana, Mango, Citrus, Sapota
(Chiku)., pomegranate, papaya and custard apple are the major fruit crops . Major vegetables are Potato,
Onion, Brinjal, Cabbage, Okra, Tomato, Cauliflower. State mainly produces seed spices crops like Cumin,
Fennel along with Garlic, Chilly and Ginger.

1.3.4 As per the provisional results of livestock census 2007, total livestock population of Gujarat was ~24 million
(including Dogs), with 7 million cattle and an equal number of poultry population which contributes nearly 5%
of state GDP.

1.3.5 In terms of the standard climatic types, tropical climates viz., sub-humid, arid and semi-arid, are spread over
different regions of the state. Out of total area of the state 58.60 per cent fall under arid and semi-arid climatic
zone. The arid zone contributes 24.94 per cent, while the semi-arid zone forms 33.66 per cent of the total area
of the state. Gujarat weather, an inevitable part of the geography of Gujarat, has certain characteristics that
mark it special among the other western regions of India. Gujarat weather is marked by an arid and dry
climate, with a little bit of rain during the monsoons.

i Indiscriminate and excessive use of chemicals during this period has put forth a question mark on
sustainability of agriculture in the long run calling attention for sustainable production, which shall
address social, ecological and economical issues together

i.  InGujarat68.43% of land is undergoing desertification. The most significant process is water erosion
(34.64%) followed by salinasation (14%) vegetal degradation (13.97%) and erosion(2.77%). Ground
water of 31 talukas are over exploited, 22 districts have nitrate more than permissible level.

1.3.6 Recognizing the adverse impact of excessive use of chemicals on soil health and human health, there has
been a realization for integrated management system. Since organic farming addresses soil health, human
health and environmental health and is eco-friendly, appears to be one of the options for sustainability.
Therefore, organic farming is receiving a focused attention of Government.

1.3.7 Guijarat has remained a pioneer state in adopting organic farming. There are more than dozen groups and
networks across the state working voluntarily for promotion, training and marketing of organic produce. Collective
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efforts of many organizations have led to growing consumer demand of organic food in domestic market.
Agricultural universities of the state are now getting equipped with technologies and training facilities related
to organic farming. Gujarat has pioneered some of the best promotional activities like seed festival, organic
food festival and biennial conventions of organic farmers, which is now followed by other organization at
national level. Services of expert resource persons, trainers and movement organizers are available.

1.3.8 Lack of organized market support system, quality organic agro-inputs, professionally trained human resource,
produce quality assurance, demonstration & training facilities that restrict growth of the sector. Limited efforts
have been made to document the experiences, data base and achievements. It is widely observed that there
is a great need of “Hand Holding Service” during the conversion period of initial three years including
technological, market support, social and emotional support. Organic farming is a vast field with many sub
fields and subjects. At this stage this policy is mainly focusing on field crops, horticultural crops, forestry and
animal husbandry as initial intervention.
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2. Definition and Principles of Organic Farming

Ideally organic farming ( Sajiv Kheti) can be defined as a system of farming which nurtures and conserves natural
resources to provide enough and nutritious food as well as basic needs to all organisms including humans living on a
unit like a farm, a village or an eco-zone.

The National Program on Organic Production (NPOP) defines organic agriculture as “a system of farm design and
management to create an eco system, which can achieve sustainable productivity without the use of artificial external
inputs such as chemical fertilizers and pesticides as well as genetically modified crops, organisms and products
thereof.”

Codex Alimentations Commission defines Organic Agriculture as, “Organic agriculture is a holistic production
management system which promotes and enhances agro-ecosystem health, including biodiversity, biological cycles,
and soil biological activity. It emphasizes the use of management practices in preference to the use of off-farm inputs,
taking into account that regional conditions require locally adapted systems. This is accomplished by using, where
possible, agronomic, biological, and mechanical methods, as opposed to using synthetic materials, to fulfill any specific
function within the system.”

The International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) defines Organic Agriculture as, “Organic
Agriculture is a production system that sustains the health of soils, ecosystems and people. It relies on ecological
processes, biodiversity and cycles adapted to local conditions, rather than the use of inputs with adverse effects.
Organic Agriculture combines tradition, innovation and science to benefit the shared environment and promote fair
relationships and good quality of life for all involved.” IFOAM has established four principles of organic agriculture are
as follows:

1. The Principle of Health - Organic agriculture shall sustain and enhance the health of soil, plant, animal and
human as one and indivisible.

2. The Principle of Ecology - Organic agriculture shall be based on living ecological systems and cycles, work
with them, emulate them and help sustain them.

3. The Principle of Fairness - Organic agriculture shall build on relationships that ensure fairness with regard
to the common environment and life opportunities.

4, The Principle of Care - Organic agriculture shall be managed in a precautionary and responsible manner to
protect the health and well being of current and future generations and the environment
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3. Aims and Objectives

3.1 The policy shall support scientifically evolved organic farming practices for sustainable farming system along with
the trustworthy marketing and supply chain of the produce. Itis aimed to promote technically sound, economically
viable, environmentally non- degrading, and socially acceptable use of natural resources in favor of organic
agriculture. The Policy seeks to actualize the area and crop potential for organic farming, sustaining soil fertility,
conserving bio- resources, strengthening rural economy, promoting value addition, accelerating the growth of
agro-business and securing a fair standard of living for the farmers and agricultural workers and their families.
The policy proposes a pragmatic vision, achievable set of targets, proposes niche areas, customized strategies
to develop value chains of the organically produces farm commodities and evolves mechanisms to convert the
lowly paying “farm commodities” in to most sought after “high value brands”. It is an aim to convert 10 times
more area under organic farming in last five years compared to base line.

3.2 This policy is framed to achieve following objectives.

[ Maintenance of soil fertility by encouraging and enhancing the biological cycle within farming systems
involving micro-organisms, soil flora and fauna, plants and animals.

[I. Identification of areas and crops suitable for organic farming.

[Il. Development of organic package of practices.

IV. Setting up of model organic farms for getting seed material for organic cultivation.
V. Assurance of production and supply of quality organic input.

VI. Adoption of biological methods for pest and disease control.

VII. Adoption of biological and mechanical methods for weed management.
VIIl.Harnessing of traditional and indigenous knowledge relating to organic farming.
IX. Creation of awareness among farmers towards organic agriculture.

X. Development of Domestic market for organic produce.

XI. Improvement of farmers’ income through production of quality produces.

XII. Promotion of group certification.

Xlil.Development of regulatory mechanism for various organic input and organic produce.
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4. Thrust Areas

4.1 Landscape & Farm Ecology Management

Establishing bio-diversity in landscape and ecologically balanced farm with plant species of the local area is a key
factor for successful organic farming. A combination of tree crop species to meet fodder/ timber /fuel and
biomass demand apart from providing habitat for birds and beneficial insects shall go a long way in ensuring
the sustainability of agriculture system under consideration. Thrust shall be made on mixed farming, border
tree plantation, agro forestry, beekeeping, live hedges, water bodies and niches to harbor beneficial organisms.
In-situ water conservation shall be promoted.

Approach shall be made to identify appropriate plant/tree species. Agri-Horti-Silvi-Pastoral-Fodder system
shall be encouraged on individual farm to make it ecologically balanced and robust. Encouraging local community
like Village Panchayat, Gram Sabha and/or bio-diversity committee to play role to own and conserve Gauchars
and other common lands.

4.2 Soil and Nutrient Management

The policy on organic farming shall encourage the use of crop rotations and manures to maintain soil
fertility. Green manuring, mulching and inter cropping of legumes is another important aspect with
regard to adding fertility, reducing the leaching of nutrients as well as soil erosion The Policy shall give
importance on conserving soil organic matter and biotic life through minimum tillage practices etc.

Efforts shall be made to ensure supply of organic manures like Farm Yard Manure, poultry manure,
urban compost, rural compost, biogas slurry etc. for improvement and maintenance of soil organic
matter which ultimately improve soil structure and enhance nutrient supply. . Mixed farming systems
based on Animal Husbandry shall be promoted. Adoption of organic farming reduces the use of inorganic
fertilizers and thereby reduce burden of fertilizer subsidy.

The Organic farming policy shall encourage recycling of crop residues for its incorporation in to the soil.
Thrust shall be provided on use of green manuring, use of crop residue shredders, inter cropping with
legumes, incorporation of bio-fertilizers in the soil and in situ soil and water conservation.

The policy shall encourage conversion of all kinds of farm / organic waste including organic waste in
urban areas into methane and various kinds of composting by scientific ways. Organic farming shall
focus on the use of earthworms for composting purpose. Bio-mass conversion shall be made with
various schemes including MANREGA that supports infrastructure establishment for composting units.
Gaushalas, Panjarapols running under various trusts and NGOs and big cattle farms shall be encouraged
for establishment of composting units.

Bio-fertilizers containing living micro-organisms are renewable energy resources, pollution free and
cost effective supplement to chemical fertilizers. Strains of bacteria, algae, and fungi used in bio-
fertilisers are known to have capacity of fixing atmospheric Nitrogen or solubilising soil phosphorous
for stimulating plant growth through synthesis of growth promoting substances. The policy shall
encourage the production of bio-fertilisers like Rhizobium, Azospirillum, Azotobacter, VAM, BGA, Azolla,
etc. on mass scale. It shall support also use of biodynamic preparations, seaweed extracts by encouraging
farmers groups, farmers organizations, public sector institutes and entrepreneurs for establishment of
bio- input production laboratories / units.
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4.3

431

4.3.2

4.3.3

43.4

4.3.5

inputs for Organic farming:

The organic inputs of appropriate quality with assured supply and rationalized price plays crucial role in accelerating
the growth rate of organic farming. The top most priority to this aspect of organic farming and shall abide to the
obligation of making organic input portfolio a real time growth engine of organic farming. The key inputs in the organic
farming are soil and plant nutrition supplements, plant protection agents, seeds and varieties of the crops and
technologies that work in harmony with principles of organic farming. The earlier three are input based technologies
and can be delivered to the practitioners of organic farming, the later one fall in the category of knowledge based
technology, which by virtue requires more participatory strategy. Organic seed and planting material, manures and
nutrition, botanical and bio pesticides are the major challenges for organic farming,

Bio-nutrients:

Green manuring, crop rotation, mixed farming, inter cropping, in situ production of manures and production of
organic pest control material shall be encouraged. Proven practices like amrutpani, jeevamrut, panchgavya, Integrated
Bio nutrient Management shall be promoted. The traditional wisdom and local technical knowledge of the farmers
shall be given due importance and such local experts shall be felicitated. Validation support to such techniques shall
be given by the Gowt.

Seed Management

Identification, conservation, research and multiplication of seeds suitable for organic farming shall be the thrust area.
State agriculture universities, Certification and Seed Development Corporation shall be entrusted for the development
of seed and planting material supply system for the organic farming. Conservation of traditional varieties, heirloom
cultivars and indigenous germ-plasm of crop species at farmer’s fields and research stations shall be promoted.
Innovative farmer breeders shall be felicitated and crop varieties developed by them shall be given due importance
in the schemes.

Gobar gas :

The availability of unabated supply of power / energy remains elusive in the remote rural areas, however, alternate or
non conventional sources of energies like solar and biomass could play a critical role in achieving energy security in
the rural areas. The bio energy especially bio —gas and gobar gas produces energies as well as high quality manures.
The new policy shall pay utmost attention to develop the bio — gas / gobar gas interventions with the twin objective of
producing domestic fuel, captive power and enriched organic manure. There are adequate mechanisms and
technologies that can be deployed to achieve the twin objectives simultaneously making the initiative a profitable and
environment friendly venture. Convergence with Bio gas plants : To make the bio —energy — organic input production
a commercially viable and sustainable stand alone initiative, the new policy shall encourage farmers, Gausala,
panjarapols, APMCs (From fruits/vegetable waste) and related farmers organizations for establishment of Gobar gas
and bio gas plants at their premises. Due awareness, training and gapping fund shall be supported by convergence
of existing schemes.

Plant Health and Weed Management:

Itis proven by many farmers that soil health and farm ecology are keys to plant health. Degraded, polluted and
poor soil as well as imbalanced farm ecology leads to the problem of disease and insect pests. As described
earlier Govt. shall give priority to measures, which builds plant health and farm ecology, still there shall be a
problem of insect and diseases especially for initial years and some sensitive crops. They shall be solved by
non-chemical methods like physical, cultural and biological methods and preparations including botanicals.

Biological control of pest and diseases:
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4.3.6

4.4
4.41

44.2

4.5

Efforts shall be made on biological pest management which includes collection of biotic agents namely,
parasitoids and predators, isolation of antagonizing microbial organisms, mass production of biotic agents
and microbial pesticides as well as use of botanical pesticides. Special training programs on rearing of bio
agents shall be started at KVKs & SAUs for the farmers. Certificate linked training programs shall also be
started for the dealers of insecticides and pesticides with a view to provides right information to the farmers on
use of inputs.

Biological and mechanical control of weeds:

Generally, weeds in organic farming are considered as a cover to protect soil, source of bio-mass for manure,
live mulch, an important part of bio-diversity to help balance farm ecology, source of food and fodder and a
home for beneficial organisms. Still some obnoxious weed may require to be controlled. The policy shall promote
non- chemical methods to control the weeds like biological cultural and physical methods.

Finance and Credit:

Financial Linkages: The large scale operations shall require fresh investments both public and private, the
financial linkages between the institutions of primary organic producers and the financial institutions shall be
encouraged to enter in to financial agreements with primary organic producers institution to kick start the
process of organic farming

Credit facilities

Organic certification process requires three years of conversion period, leads to depletion of the production
and no premium price. It is required to support farmers during such conversion period by ensuring agricultural
operational loan at reasonable interest rates along with prolonged repayment period.

Rural employment Generation:

[. - The rural youth shall be the key target for engaging them in to meaningful rural enterprises by providing
opportunities to rural youth, SHG, Sakhimandal and educated youth interested to develop organic input
production and marketing enterprises

Il Organic farming offers the most effective opportunity for generation employment and income in rural areas.
Organic farming is sustainable farming and therefore depends on locally available inputs as bio fertilisers.
The policy shall encourage on-farm production of organic manure, compost, vermi-compost, azolla, blue
green algae by farmers/self-help group/sakhi mandal. Local manufacturing means no packing or transport
cost. Therefore it shall save the money of the farmer. MNREGA provides supports for establishment of
organic compost making and vermi-compost units that can be conversed.

[Il. The organic agriculture movement offers farmers new possibilities for helping themselves rural
employment. Organic agriculture, with its emphasis on local resources and local ecological knowledge,
bring farmers together in their communities. Organic farmers and consumer groups work to support
markets, cut out monopolies and increase farm income.

IV.  Organic beekeeping as well as organic honey has growing demand and it may generate rural income
sufficiently.

V. Organic produce gets high premium and this shall increase farm income. The policy shall encourage
farmers for generating higher income with organic produce.

VI. Organic milk and milk product is the another avenue to add value in the produce and provide synergy
in the organic farming

(14)



4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9
4.9.1

4.9.2

4.9.3

VII.  Farmers’ group (including women and tribal) and shall be encouraged to improve, produce, distribute
and make business of seeds for organic farming through innovative ways like producer companies and
cooperative model.

Regulation of Bio-inputs:

Quality Control Facilities for Inputs: The QC remains an elusive factor making room for unscrupulous elements
cheating the poor farmers on many counts. The new policy commits to put in place such statutory enforcement
mechanisms and appropriate legal framework to cover all organic inputs within its fold. Common Quality Assurance
Facilitators shall be trained.

Research:

Organic farming is as much a technologic centric issue, the quality of product depends on the quality of inputs,
appropriate processes within the ambit of the statutory standards and management of the operations to avoid
contamination and commingling with non — organic produce. The new policy understands the technology needs
of the systematic and scientific organic farming and imbibes the spirit of building linkages between primary
producers and R & D institutions. Organic input industries also need strong research supports. State Agricultural
Universities shall be the hub for technical linkages for organic farming. Comprehensive research on organic
farming to be undertaken to broaden the scope and research.

Database and Documentation:

Generating database is important to overcome the knowledge gap by quickly producing basic information
tailored to various agro climatic zones of the state on organic crop production packages, input production and
utilization and certification issues, including legal and institutional aspects. Efforts shall be made to document
techniques, experiences, comparative analysis of organic farming. Successful technologies of organic farmer
shall be promoted by mainstream agriculture extension system. Data base management system shall be
promoted for generation and updating of information about organic farmers, area and crop, production, sell
and export data, bio-input producers & dealers, voluntary and non-govt. organization, solution providers, farm
produce buyers & retailers, research projects, training institutes package of practices, subsidy schemes

Awareness, Promotion and Motivation:

Promotion of organic farming involves educating the farmers about its benefits. It is necessary to familiarize
extension staff, input dealers, farmers etc. about the concept and practices of organic farming. Facility shall
be provided for organizing training programme for farmers and NGOs not only in organic agricultural methods,
but also on how to sell, promote and diversify their markets and how to fulfill certification requirements as
per NPOP.

On-line end-to-end solutions: Information technology enabled services like, I-KISAN portals shall be
established dovetailing with organic farming. The new policy shall harness the hidden potential of front
age information technology (IT) to develop and manage on - line database of all the organic growers in
different categories and shall be available in public domain. Practicing Organic farmers familiar with
cyber extension shall always be on the board of such initiatives.

Consumer Awareness: The new policy consolidating the principles of health and principle of care shall
abide to the public health and create an environment of trust and care for the ultimate consumers. The
policy shall lay emphasis on consumer awareness about the organic products and encourage consumers
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410

to use more and more organics. This in effect shall be a marketing strategy for the organic products as
well. All classes of society in general as well as farmers, students and women in specific need to make
aware about the organic farm produce and food.

Capacity Building and Training:

4.10.1 Harnessing of traditional and indigenous knowledge:

The history and traditional knowledge of agriculture particularly of tribal communities, relating to organic farming
and preservation and processing of food for nutritional and medicinal purposes is one of the oldest in the
world. Concentrated efforts shall be made to pool, distill and evaluate traditional practices, knowledge and
wisdom and to harness them for sustainable agricultural growth.

4.10.2 Development of Human resources:

Knowledge and expertise on Research on organic farming practices, crop production, disease pest management,
input production and quality control mechanism, postharvest handling, certification, internal control systems,
product quality control mechanism, processing, marketing etc. is crucial. Brigades researches, scientists, farmers
advisors, extension machineries, trainers, quality control inspectors, analysts experts is required to fulfill the
knowledge gap along with sufficient training and Capacity building facilities. Due weightage shall be given on
education and capacity building of the program implementing machineries and produces under the policy.

4.10.3 Hands holding :

Trial, Technology development & validation, demonstrations, training and organic seed and input production
shall be supported at resource institute level under the policy. Model Organic Farms with facilities of demonstration,
seed and onsite organic input production, extend handholding support to the new initiatives during the early
phase of the projects and training facilities shall also be supported under the programs through Resource
Institutes.

4.10.4 Education:

To safeguard the future and make further advancement in the organic farming portfolio, constant research and
development shall be utmostimportant. The policy shall envisage short term courses as well as special subjects
on Organic Agriculture. The new policy shall encourage the school education to include Organic farming as
new stream of Knowledge in the curricula.

4.10.5 Developing facilities to impart short-term courses:

4.1

412

The Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVKs) and the Farmers’ Training Centers of Department shall be encouraged to
start Organic Farming Development Programs (ODPs) for rural youth to take up organic farming as key
economic activity for their future vocation.

Post Harvest Management, Processing and Storage:

The organic food, feed as well as processed and/or packaged products needs special mention and this policy considering
huge potential in the state shall encourage primary producers, processors and marketers to seize this opportunity.
Schematic support shall be provided through convergence of the programs of the Gujarat Agro industries policy.
Food-based industries in Gujarat to procure and use organic produce in their products by supporting branding
and traceability shall be encouraged.

Quality Assurance and certification:

4.12.1 Ensure value addition does not compromise organic produce quality. The State Agricultural Universities have
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facilities for testing of pesticide and chemical residues. The same facilities can be utilized by the farmers or
traders. Support shall be provided for the strengthening of the facilities if required, to meet national and
international standards. It is also ensured that the national and international standards and procedures for
certification does not restrict small and illiterate individual farmer from certification

4.12.2 State Level certification Agency:

Gujarat Organic Production Certification Agency (GOPCA), a society under aegis of Department of Agriculture has
been formed and get accredited by the APEDA for organic certification in the state. The current challenges of identifying
and deploying trained and professional human resources shall the ardent task and shall be accomplished with due
diligence with the support of Gujarat State Seed Certification Agency and State Agriculture Universities.

4.12.3 Certification Approaches:

Various kinds of certification approaches like Third party certification (TPS), Grower Group Certification (GGC), Internal
Control Systems (ICS), Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) shall be promoted. The policy put highest emphasis
to develop competencies among the rural youth, graduates and post graduates in agriculture and allied sciences to
attain such levels of accredited and certified competencies to provide such services on full economic cost price to all
who demands such services. The new policy promulgates the philosophy of paid extension services to dawn a new
era in the agriculture extension and technology management through such bold yet timely initiatives. This shall help
generate local employment for the rural literate youth and encourage them to take up systematic and scientific quality
professional education to register themselves as independent or corporatized ICS operators in the hinterlands. Like
all concepts of organic agriculture, the Participatory Guarantee System has also received very strong support. However
without certification, it does not allow the participating farmers to get a premium price as in the case of certified
organic produce. The group certification component of the third party certification has already ensured lower certification
costs. A more moderate view of the PGS system was that it could potentiality serve as a first step towards organic
conversion. As the farmers are more aware, and want to engage in exports ‘ they can switch to third party certification.

4.12.4 Authenticity of the Produce is important to generate faith of the consumer in the organic marketing system.
Authenticity of the organic market, packaging & traceability of the produce shall be encouraged by ensuring
traceability of the produce and by providing support for branding and packaging. Component of traceability and
transparency shall be introduced to ensure genuine organic products reaching to the consumers.

413  Market Support
4.13.1 Designing value chains of important organic produces:

The current policy proposes integrated value chain management, which includes primary producers as vital
integral part of the whole chain and not seen as suppliers of the raw material to organic food and other product
industry. The value chain spectrum both at back-end and front-end must have primary producer as the key
stakeholder. The policy encourages incorporation of the commercially viable producer owned institutions,
associations and cooperatives to take on this responsibility for procurement, processing, packing, brand promotion
and distribution of certified organic produces with the support of consumer’s forum.

4.13.2 Converting Certified Organic Farm Commodities into High Value Brands.

A unique state level umbrella brand shall be developed for the organic products justifying and qualifying the
statutory standards under certified regimes NPOP. The farm commodities when converted to high value brands
fetches higher market premiums. The conversion process from commodities to brands requires standardized
production processes, bulk aggregations, and managing fair average qualities of the produce, following
certification, traceability, collective marketing etc.....these operations are part of organic farming. The organic
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farming as envisioned in this policy document shall accelerate the process of brand building with appropriate
logo like “Guj Organic” ?7?? or Garvi Gujarat, Organic Gujarat

4.13.3 A rational media mix shall be devised and state and national electronic and print media shall be encouraged to
undertake the issue of organic farming and its impacts on food basket and environment conducive to human habitat
benefits of the primary producers. Fair trade practices, bulk supplies, specialty products and intermediaries and
derivatives require scientific operations to augment and optimize benefits. Gujarat State Agriculture Marketing Board
shall be directed to provide separate market shades for the organic produce to avoid any chances of commingling
with non — organic produce. The Mandi shall also be directed to notify such arrangements to attract the buyers from
all across nation to enter in the Mandi for organic produce. The arrangement shall then develop market niches within
state.

4.13.4 Domestic market:

While considering the organic scene in Gujarat, it is very important to rationalize the importance of domestic
market development. Efforts shall be made to develop organic Bazaar as a local marketing programme which
shall provide assured organic products, fair prices for producers and consumers and opportunities for new
relationship between producers and consumers.

Buyer and Seller corners shall be developed through IT Based Portal to establish direct linkages among farmers,
consumers and processors.

Special provision of display, electronic auction, storage and separate transportation shall be created at APMCs
level. Municipal corporations and Nagarpalika shall facilitate direct marketing by earmarking space for weekly
“Organic Farmers Market” for the certified organic produces in consultation with producers or consumers
organizations.

4.13.5 Branding and Market promotion: With a view to ensure higher price realization, branding and proper marketing
is crucial. The policy shall provide assistance for the creating of branding, brand promotion, arrangement of
buyers sellers meet, market led extension and exhibition to the producers.

413.6 Export:

Simultaneously the product of organic producer shall be linked with Agri. Export Zone.
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5. Implementation

5.1 Area approach

The area having very low level of fertilizer consumption, namely dry land/ rained areas, hilly areas, the dry
land /rained agriculture which constitutes about of the net sown area could play an important role for promoting
organic farming.

Agriculture is by and large natural farming. Eastern Part of the state consisting districts of sabarkantha, Dahod,
Panchmahals, Chota-Udaipur, Narmada, Surat, Tapi, Dang, Valsad are the most potential area of the organic
farming as social-economical condition of the farmers and traditional cropping pattern leads minimal use of
chemicals.

State is endowed with varied types of climatic conditions ranging from arid — semi arid to mild humid. The
rainfall and temperature vary considerably from region to region besides the soil and land topography including
the vegetation. Considering the varied agro-climatic conditions the state has been divided into 8 agro-climatic
regions which provide the opportunity to cultivate a variety of crops. Detail of agro climatic zone wise soil type,
rainfall and possible crops for organic farming is as under.

Agro  climatic Type of soil Rain fall | Suitable crops for organic
zone (mm) farming
South Gujarat Deep black with few | 1500 Sorghum, Nagli, Ragi,
: patches of coastal alluvial, | and Cashewnut, custard apple,
(Heavy Rain , , o
Area). laterite and medium black more vegetables, turmeric, ginger
South Guijarat Deep black clayey 1000- Sorghum, Mango, Custard
1500 apple, Banana vegetables,
Pulses
Middle Guijarat Deep black, medium black | 800- Sorghum, Papaya, Custard
to loamy sand 1000 apple, vegetables, Pulses,
Soyabean, cotton
North Gujarat Sandy loam to sandy 625-875 Pearl millet, cotton, groundnut,
vegetables, chilles, coriander,
cumin, papaya, pomegranate
Bhal & Coastal | Medium black, poorly | 625- Cotton, cumin, Pulses, Durum
Area drained and saline 1000 Wheat
South Shallow medium black | 625-750 Pearl millet, cotton, groundnut,
Saurashtra calcareous pulses, Mango, Custard apple,
chilles, coriander, cumin
North Shallow medium black 400-700 Pearl millet, cotton, groundnut,
Saurashtra Pomegranate, papaya, chilles,
garlic, coriander, cumin
North West | Sandy and saline 250-500 Pearl millet, Pomegranate,
Zone Cumin
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Based on above, priority zones for organic farming have been identified:

Category | : Organics by Default : Are those areas which are rainfed and mostly under mono crop and
traditionally no chemical input has ever been used. Area hinterlands and under serviced areas in tribal regions,
forest areas, and low production potential farming systems They can easily be classified as organic produce
areas. Broadly, these areas exist in the eastern part of the state.

Category-ll: |dentification of the niche areas: Are those areas primarily under rainfed farming having little
irmgation support. These are normally under mono cropping rarely under double cropping. Broadly located
near coastal region & low laying area of Ahmedabad & Surendranagar Districts efc..

Category- lll: Identifying the low external input areas: Besides the area under natural organics by default in
the hinterlands and under serviced areas in tribal regions, forest areas, and low production potential farming
systems, the policy thrust areas where the use of purchased external inputs of inorganic and chemical origin
is lower than the state averages. These regions, villages, Gram Panchayats, blocks and districts provide yet
another opportunity to expand the organic portfolio within the purview of the new policy.

Category- IV: Are those areas which have moderate to heavy use of chemical fertilisers as well as pesticides.
The areas are mostly under multiple cropping. The conversion of these areas into organic farming shall
initially cause some loss of productivity. For these areas balanced and conjunctive use of biomass, organic
and inorganic fertilisers and controlled use of chemicals shall be reduced gradually through integrated nutrient
and pest management (INM & IPM) to achieve the sustainable increases in agricultural production.

.Category-V: Products of Animal Origin: The products of animal origin, milk, wool, Hyde, remain beyond
contemplated list of products; such vast resources could enter in to organized value chains and may fetch
price premium for the primary producers. Animal husbandry in “Gir-nesh “ and Banni grassland and near
forest area having traditional benefit to convert in to the organic produce.

Category-VI: Institutional areas: State owned institutions like department of farmers’ welfare and agriculture
development’ farms, state seed farms, KVK farms, state horticulture farms, sericulture farms, fish farms, state
agriculture university farms, farms managed by corporate bodies, large private farms, Animal husbandry farms
managed and or owned by civil society organizations involved in agriculture and rural development, Gaushala
farms, farms owned by public charities and trusts (like education, cultural and religious organizations) shall be
encouraged to convert to organic farms. The large number of such institutional entities shall provide excellent
opportunities for systematic and scientific demonstrations of well managed organic farming sites on one hand
shall be the institutions for training, learning, research and development on the various aspects of organic farming.

5.2 Identification of crops:

Organic agriculture accounts for a very negligible part of total agricultural production in the State. Though
very nascent the Indian organic sector is growing very rapidly and has already made inroads into the world
organic market in certain key sectors such as spices, fruits, vegetables, cotton, cereals, oilseeds, pulses, etc.
Based on above, thrust shall be given to grow the following crops organically.

i. Major horticultural crops including vegetables. It shall include mainly banana, mango, papaya, guava,
cashew nut, pomegranate, custard apple and fresh vegetables.

il Export oriented cereals like sorghum and pearl millets.
ii. All pulses, soybean, groundnut and cotton.
V. Spices like chilies, cumin, garlic, turmeric, coriander, ginger

Vi. Forest produce and plants for use of Ayurveda.
(20)



5.3

54

5.5
5.4.1

5.4.2

54.3

Phasing:

It is of utmost importance that the policy shall be executed phase wise. The promotional activities have direct
linkage with four major areas

a. Development of Technology and Hand Holding: Research and development of technology including
package of practices, supply of in-puts

b. Training and Production Management: Promotional, awareness and extension and training services

C. Market Management: Creating and satisfying consumer demand with assured quality and quantity

d. Availability of Resources: Making especially financial and other resources available.

So, the promotion is a four prong approach and all of them shall be gradually and simultaneously upscale to
achieve the expected outcome, failing to which shall lead to fruitless efforts, distress and may boomerang
against the most progressive and badly needed technology.

Government shall ensure that the sector grows steadily and on firm footings. The investment shall be made
judiciously to strengthen all the four aspects simultaneously and cohesively.

Developing Organic Producers’ Institutions

Building Linkages: The new policy attempts to emancipate primary producers from the clutches of unproductive
and unfriendly channels of markets and encourages setting up such institutions that provide end — to —end solutions
for backward and forward linkages, knowledge and financial linkages to meet the challenge. GOI policy to promote
Farmers producers Organizations (FPOs) shall leverage for formation, strengthening and empowerment of
the FPO, NGOs and producers organizations can be entrusted for facilitation and creations of farmer’s institutes.
Small farmer’s agribusiness consortium (SFAC) and Gujarat Agro Industries Corporation Itd. (GAIC) can
provides support to identify Resources institutes for the formation of linkages

Regulatory and governing mechanism:

Implementation: Adoption of organic agriculture necessarily involves a sequence of steps that need to be
followed by the growers and verified by certification and inspection agencies. This is necessary to ensure that
the consumer is not duped and genuine organic cultivator is not put to disadvantage. Department of Agriculture
and Cooperation shall be the Nodal department for the implementation of the Gujarat Organic Policy. Appropriate
arrangement shall be made for regulations and effective implementation of the Policy. The Department of
Agriculture shall continue with renewed vigour and budgetary outlays under program of Development of
Organic and Sustainable Agriculture under the new policy domain. Looking to the potential for job creation in
situ and prospects of the proliferation of organic input, service, technology back stopping, certification, quality
testing and assurance system at both ends of production processes, processing industry for organically produced
commodities, collective marketing and all other aspects of organic farming, special efforts shall be made to
bring in fresh investments from both private / corporate sources from within state, country and abroad,

Monitoring and Evaluation:

Government shall establish a monitoring and evaluation system to find the lacuna in implementation, to judge
and understand the benefits of organic farming on local ecology, public health and socio-economic condition
of the farmers. Necessary actions including improvement of policy, schemes, projects and offers shall be
made regularly.

Governing Committee: State Level Organic Farming Committee (SLOFC) shall be formed headed
by Principal Secretary (Agriculture) under Department of Agriculture and cooperation for the overall
implementation and monitoring the proposed activities under the policy. The committee can suggest new
programs, schemes and modification of the existing programs for effective implementation of the scheme.
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5.5

Role of various Agencies

No. Activities Implementing Authority
1. Schematic support of the scheme From Concern Departments-Agriculture/ Horticulture/  Anin
Husbandry Gujarat State Seed Corporation Ltd./ Gujarat St:
Seed Certification Agency/Government of India
2. Awareness, Motivation and Guidance to From Concern Departments-Agriculture/ Horticulture/ /Anin
the farmers Husbandry/ Gujarat State Seed Corporation Ltd./ Gujarat St
Seed Certification Agency/ Voluntary and Non- Governmer
Organizations/ SAUs
3. Monitoring & Governing Committee State Level Committee/ Technical support group
4, Over All coordination, other schematic Organic Cell - Director of Agriculture
activities and administration, bridging gaps,
compilaton  and  dissemination  of
information
5. Inspecting Authority GOPCA & other, APEDA certified agencies
6. Marketing Arrangement Gujarat State Agriculture Marketing Board/ Other public sec
institutes, Cooperatives, Producers or consumers associatiol
NGOs / Private entrepreneurs
7. Branding and Market Promotional activities Gujarat Agro Industries Corporation Ltd., Producers or consum
associations
8. Research, Documentation and State Agricultural Universities / Krishi Vigyan Kendras/ NGC(
Development of Package of Practices Successful farmers
9. Model Farm/ Training courses and training State  Agricultural  Universities / Krishi  Vigyan Kendr:
centres / Academic Experts NGOs/Farmers/ ATMA
10. Conversion strategy and hand holding Special  purpose  vehicle/  Krishi  Vigyan  Kendr:
NGOs/Farmers/SAUs
1. Internal Control Systems Organic Cell/ATMA/ Special purpose vehicle/ GOPCA and Ott
Certification Agencies
12. Chartered quality assurance managers, Organic Cell/ATMA/ Special purpose vehicle
inspectors, ICS Auditors, Operators
13. Participatory Guarantee System (PGS): Organic Cell/ATMA/ Special purpose vehicle/NGOs
14 Input  production and  Management Private entrepreneurs/ Self help groups/ village youth/ wom
including seeds, manures, bio-fertilizers, groups/ SAUs/ Municipal corporations and Nagarpalikas
bio-pesticides etc.
15. Organic input Approval GOPCA & others APEDA accredited Certification Bodies
16. Organic input Quality assurance system Department of Agriculture
17. Building Linkages and FPO formation Concerned Departments/ Resource Institutes / SFAC / NGOs
18. Organic Resource Institutes State Agricultural Universities, Departmental institutes/ SAME
KVKs
19. Market infrastructure Marketing board/ APMC/ Municipal corporations and Nagarpalik:

NGOs/ Self help groups
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6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5
6.5.1

Incentives

Input incentives for conversion period:

Generally conversion period for the certificate linked organic farming is for three years. There is a chances of
reduction in the crop yield during initial period. The income losses can be mitigated out of the higher price realization
and reduction in the input cost. Incentives should be provided on authenticated organic inputs to meet the difference
of cost of cultivation. Incentive shall also be provided to promote use of small tools & implements necessary to
employ techniques of organic farming.

Organic input production:

Organic seed, planting material, manures and nutrition, Botanical and bio pesticides are the major challenges for
organic farming, Insitu production of manures and pest control martial shall be encouraged. Multiplication of seeds
suitable for organic farming will also be encouraged under suitable programs. State Agriculture Universities, Gujarat
State Seed Corporation, departmental seed farms, recognized farms of the farmers shall be entrusted for the
development of seed supply system for the organic farming. Rural youth, Self help Group Sakhimandal , Farmers
Groups etc interested to develop organic input production unit shall be incentivized by convergence of various
organic input production programs of the Government.

Community Organic Input production :

To make the bio — energy — organic input production a commercially viable and sustainable stand alone initiative, the
new policy would encourage farmers, Gausala, panjarapols, APMCs (From fruits/vegetable waste) and related
farmers organizations for establishment of Compost /Vermi compost making, Gobar gas and bio gas plants at their
premises. Due awareness, training and gapping fund shall be supported by convergence of existing schemes.

Subsides as applicable in case of bio gas and gobar gas:

The non-conventional energy department / corporation, Gujarat state Agro Industries Corporation, KVIC, National
Board on Biogas extends subsidies for development of bio / gobar gas units of both small and large size. Such
subsidies and program implementation shall be dovetailed with organic farming under the new policy regime. Efforts
would be made to develop a strong bio / gobar gas based power generation portfolio with twin objectives of producing
captive energy at local level and produce high quality enriched certified organic manure. The energy generation may
accrue and earn carbon credits and convert them in to carbon funds for future financing of the program giving
impetus to organic farming in the state. The new policy enunciates its firm commitment to develop model dairy farms,
dry dairy farms, Gaushalas and small scale demonstrable models for small and marginal farmers in any socio —
economic category with appropriate state aid and or centrally sponsored schemes applicable to this intervention.

Production technology and Capacity building
Linkages for Technology Management:

Organic farming is as much a technologic centric issue, the quality of product depends on the quality of inputs,
appropriate processes within the ambit of the statutory standards and management of the operations to avoid
contamination and commingling with non — organic produce. The new policy understands the technology
needs of the systematic and scientific organic farming and imbibes the spirit of building linkages between
primary producers and R & D institutions. SAUs shall be the hub for technical linkages for organic farming.
Technologies for production, processing, storage, documentation, testing, traceability, impact assessment of the
organic farming on overall agro — ecology would require state funds, special projects would be encouraged with
state grants. The primary producers would be given technology support under appropriate programs or special
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6.5.2

6.5.3

6.6

6.7

organic area development program. The funds requirement for such initiatives shall be meet out of conversions of
state and Central government sponsored schemes.

Development of resource centers and Model organic farms:

State Agricultural University has their own system for research and development for organic farming that can
be strengthened as an Organic Resource Centers. The centers shall perform following activities.

i.  ldentification of conducive area for organic farming.
ii.  Standardization of crop and area specific production packages
ii. ~ Validation of traditional knowledge of organic farming,

iv. Research and development to ensure effective disease -pest management practices for organic
farming.

v.  Collection, conservation, recommendations and multiplication of organic seed

vi. Development of short-term training modules, certified courses and organic bulletin.
vii.  Offer specialized research & development program for crucial technology.

viii. Develop Model Organic Farms at SAUs campus.

ix. To provide supports for establishment of Model Organic Farms at farm of KVKs, Progressive farmers,
NGOs, Public institutes.

X.  The Rl institute if required shall enable to hire specialist Advisors and Consultants on task basis to
provide such support from time-to-time.

xi. Farmer-to-Farmer transfer of technology and hand-holding shall be actively promoted
xii. Academicians, researchers and officers working in the field of agricultural development shall be trained;

xiii. Attention shall be paid to research done by farmers. Due incentives, training and related help shall be
extended.

Training and Education: To safeguard the future and make further advancement in the organic farming
portfolio, constant research and development would be utmost important. The policy would envisage short
term courses for Organic Agriculture at State Agriculture universities. The new policy would encourage the
school education to include Organic farming as new stream of Knowledge in the curricula. The Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVKs) and the Farmers’ Training Centers of Department would be encouraged to start Organic
Farming Development Programs (ODPs) for rural youth to take up organic farming as key economic activity
for their future vocation.

Compensation for Certification Fee:

The new policy shall compensate registered organic producers by subsidizing 25— 75% of the certification fee under
individual farm certification, GGC and facilitate the free membership of PGS. Then state may them claim all such
subsides from Ministry of Agriculture, GOI under appropriate scheme or program

Post harvest management:

Only organically certified produce with due traceability can only be supported under the policy. The organic
certification shall be according to the norms and standers of the APEDA. and certifying agency should have
accreditation with APEDA for the produce to be certified.
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6.7.1

6.7.2

6.7.3

6.7.4

6.7.5

6.7.6

6.8
6.8.1

6.8.2

6.8.3

6.8.4

On-farm Value addition: Support shall be provided to encourage farm gate processing, on-farm packing,
grading, sorting of organic produces along with traceability in the policy. Support for traceability and post
harvest infrastructures shall be provided to the organic clusters. Community based excusive organic transport
systems and processing by farmers groups, SHGs and Farmer Producer Companies for value addition shall
be support.

Branding and Market promotion: With a view to ensure higher price realization, branding and proper marketing
is crucial. The policy shall provide assistance for the creating of branding, brand promotion, arrangement of
buyers sellers meet, market led extension and exhibition to the producers along with producers consumers
net work.

Quality assurance: Ensure value addition does not compromise organic produce quality. The State Agricultural
Universities have facilities for testing of pesticide and chemical residues. The same facilities can be utilized
by the farmers or traders. Support shall be provided for the strengthening of the facilities if required, to meet
national and international standards. The facilities can be subsidize for the producers or producers’ organizations
to ensure affordable cost of testing

Support shall also be provided to encourage food-based industries in Gujarat to procure and use organic
produce in their products by supporting branding, marketing and traceability.

Establish separate and decentralized storage facilities for organic farm produce through APMCs and
Cooperatives to ensure its organic integrity and help farmers in marketing of certified organic produce.

Transport Subsidy:. The long haul subsides may be garnered from NPOP and or APEDA as the case may be
under export promotion schemes of GOI.

Marketing support: Marketing support shall be extended for the certified organic produces.
Organic Markets:

Gujarat State Agriculture Marketing Board would be directed to provide separate market shades for the organic
produce to avoid any chances of commingling with non — organic produce. The Mandi would also be directed to
notify such arrangements to attract the buyers from all across nation to enter in the Mandi for organic produce. The
arrangement shall then develop market niches within state. APMCs shall also develop Market intelligence services
to inform farmers about the price and arrival of the produce.

Consumer Awareness:

The new policy consolidating the principles of health and principle of care shall abide to the public health and create
an environment of trust and care for the ultimate consumers. The policy would lay emphasis on consumer awareness
about the organic products and encourage consumers to use more and more organics. This in effect would be a
marketing strategy for the organic products as well.

State Agriculture Marketing Board tax moratorium for producers and intermediaries promoting organic
farming:

In line with such exemptions extended to producers and others engaged in production processes of perishables
shall be extended to producers of certified organic produce.

Bio Village: Formation of clusters of organic farms will be the key of success. With a view to promote end to
end approach; from input to market, concept of Bio Village (Whole organic village) shall be promoted. Community
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based facilities for input production, capacity building, institutional development, farming practices, organic
milk production, postharvest management, value addition, storage and retail marketing shall be supported.
Bio Villages also can be linked with the agro-tourism.

6.9 Interest subsidy:

Interest subsidy shall be provided to the farmers, farmer’s producer’s organizations, organic processing units
to minimize the burden of loan at during conversion period and for infrastructure development.

6.10  Award and Felicitation: Government shall provides awards to felicitate and honour genuine and successful
farmers or farmers organization working in the field of Organic farming
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o Bovlgsdl wa ©.

N

YLURWLA ARAUIE 2R Vidl (o7 clgd 5[ ualdl Gudial 2oL 2K ©) i dl Alegy vdl gzl
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